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REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1949,  of  the  general  conditions,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Barrow- 
upon-Soar  Rural  District. 

The  Report  is  written  in  conformity  with  the  suggestions  contained 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1950, 
dealing  with  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  but  comment 
is  also  given  on  subjects  of  direct  interest  to  the  Council. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  good  and  is  being  maintained  and 
improved  by  the  broad  application  of  the  principles  of  Preventive 
Medicine.  In  many  ways  this  may  appear  to  be  a slow  and  tedious  way 
to  achieve  good  health  but,  in  review,  the  methods  are  justified  and  the 
results  encouraging.  To  be  in  good  health  means  much  more  than  being 
free  from  disease.  It  is  a positive  condition  and  depends  upon  maintaining 
a high  standard  of  living,  the  problems  of  which  are  within  the  scope  of 
Public  Health  Authorities.  Housing,  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and 
clean  food  production  are  of  major  importance  and  throughout  the  year 
much  attention  has  been  given  to  these  subjects. 

Progress  has  been  made  to  alleviate  the  conditions  due  to  the  housing 
shortage  but  to  eulogise  upon  this  would  be  misleading.  The  housing 
conditions  of  a great  part  of  the  population  are  still  of  poor  standard . 
There  are  a great  many  old  houses  in  the  area  in  need  of  extensive 
repair  and  even  demolition,  but  it  is  understandable  that  with  restricted 
and  uneconomic  rentals  owners  are  reluctant  and,  in  fact,  unable  to 
spend  money  upon  such  property.  However,  the  position  is  slowly 
improving  and  the  policy  of  providing  good  housing  accommodation 
will  be  pursued  and  ultimately  achieved. 

Generally  the  water  supply  is  adequate  and  satisfactory.  The  water 
supply  to  Woodhouse  Village  is  derived  from  Beaumanor  Estate.  This 
supply,  for  many  reasons,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a potential  danger  but 
after  long  and  persistent  discussion  with  the  War  Office  Departments 
it  is  expected  that  transference  of  the  water  supply  to  Leicester  Water 
Department  Mains  will  shortly  be  effected.  Slow  grind  the  axes  of  State. 

Far  too  many  pail  closets  still  exist — there  should  be  none.  Investiga- 
tion has  met  with  frustration,  as  every  case  proves  to  be  an  individual 
case  and  immediate  conversion  has  been  impracticable  by  reason  of 
many  and  varied  factors.  As  these  factors  resolve  themselves  so  will 
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success  be  gained.  The  sewage  farms,  regarded  as  engineering  installations, 
are  efficient.  An  exception,  however,  must  be  made  in  the  case  of  the 
Birstall  works  which  can  not  be  considered  as  satisfactory.  This  installa- 
tion is  little  more  than  a system  of  shallow  irrigation  channels  designed 
for  a population  of  800  but  now  serving  an  increasing  population  at 
present  of  6,500.  The  whole  area  of  the  works  is  sodden  and  water-logged 
and  rightly  described  as  “sewage  sick.”  A procrastinating  policy 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  “the  worst  will  never  happen”  or  “a 
creaking  gate  will  hang  a long  time”  is  ill-advised  and  quite  unjustified. 
The  deficiencies  of  this  farm  have  been  stressed  repeatedly  and  the 
seriousness  of  the  position  must  have  been  realised.  Whilst  it  is  en- 
couraging that  a scheme  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Birstall  works  with 
the  new  sewerage  works  at  Queniborough  has  been  planned,  any  jubilant 
enthusiasm  must  be  tempered  and  subdued  as  Ministry  of  Health  approval 
is  still  awaited.  It  is  hoped  that  if  this  approval  is  not  forthcoming  the 
reasons  given  will  be  cogent  and  convincing.  There  is  a hole  in  the 
dyke— there  is  writing  on  the  wall,  MENE,  MENE,  TEKEL  UPHARSIN. 

Mention,  too,  must  be  made  of  the  method  of  sewage  disposal  at  the 
village  of  Thrussington,  directly  into  a ditch  and  the  river  ! At  least  it 
is  a scheme  without  camouflage  or  the  deception  of  an  inefficient  plant. 
Here  again,  however,  the  spirit  of  the  Salvationists  must  be  inculcated 
and  faith  put  into  a proposal  to  pipe  the  sewage  from  Thrussington  to  the 
works  at  Rearsby.  Similar  conditions  exist  at  Cossington  and  this  may 
require  re-sewering  of  the  village.  With  but  passing  reference  to  the 
primitive  conditions  of  sewage  disposal  at  Hoton  and  Walton-on-the- 
Wolds  these  saddening  reports  are  concluded  as  in  these  cases  definite 
plans  are  in  operation  and  progress  is  being  made  for  a complete  new 
scheme  of  disposal. 

The  year  was  favoured  by  an  exceptionally  fine  summer  and  in- 
creasing focus  had  to  be  put  upon  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  food 
inspection.  Whilst  no  serious  dangers  were  discovered  it  is  to  be  regarded 
with  disfavour  that  the  Icecream  Regulations  are  so  indefinite  in  their 
legal  enforcement.  The  Model  Byelaws  for  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Eood  and  Sale  of  Eood  in  the  open  air,  were  introduced  in 
September,  1949,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  principle.  The 
great  value  of  these  Byelaws  is  not  in  doubt  though  it  may  be  some 
time  before  the  results  become  effective  arid  evident. 

Infectious  diseases  have  been  of  no  alarming  importance  and  their 
seasonal  incidence  has  been  in  accordance  with  recognised  Medical 
prediction.  Diphtheria  has  virtually  disappeared — surely  a major 
Preventive  Medicine  achievement  of  the  last  decade.  Tuberculosis, 
however,  is  still  a serious  problem.  Whilst  recent  advances  in  clinical 
treatment  are  proving  to  be  curative,  the  prevention  and  conquering  of 
the  disease  is  the  province  of  Preventive  Medicine.  Good  Housing, 
nutritional  diets  and  more  prosperous  conditions  of  life  are  primary 
essentials  in  the  approach  to  this  deadly  tuberculosis  menace. 

The  increasing  attention  given  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  is 
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showing  its  worth  in  every  statistical  field  but  the  necessity  of  care  for 
the  aged  and  chronic  sick  is  not  so  readily  appreciated.  Geriatrics  is  not 
to  be  disregarded,  and  it  is  to  be  emphasised  that  this  branch  of  Public 
Health  Medicine  and  administration  will  receive  every  sympathetic 
consideration. 

The  care  of  the  aged  is  both  a social  and  a medical  problem.  Old 
age  brings  its  special  pathological  conditions  and  recently  great  and 
increasing  success  has  been  achieved  not  only  in  relieving  them  but  also 
in  curing  the  conditions.  The  social  problem  must  not  be  subjugated  to 
other  interests  and  conveniently  neglected  because  of  its  immediate 
difficulties.  Many  old  people  live  alone  and  by  reason  of  mental  and 
physical  failings  their  welfare  becomes  of  concern.  Powers  are  given  for 
the  compulsory  Institutional  care  of  these  cases  but  it  is  pleasing  to 
record  that  during  the  year  several  cases  have  been  assisted  without 
recourse  to  the  legislating  measures  of  Section  47  of  the  National  Assis- 
tance Act,  1948. 

I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  expert 
opinion  and  advice  in  many  cases  that  have  arisen  during  the  year. 
Especially  to  the  Council  have  I to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for 
its  ready  assistance  in  all  matters  that  have  merited  discussion,  and  for 
its  valued  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  To  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  I tender  my  gratitude,  and  I must 
record  the  willing  assistance  and  worthy  opinions  I have  received  from 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Donovan,  throughout  my  first 
year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area — 54,804  acres 
Resident  Population 

No.  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1949 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


46,970 
14,118 
...  ^230,729 

...  £881  17  6 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Census  1931 

Population — National  Registration  1939 

Population  (Estimated  from  Birth  and  Death  Rates  1949) 


30,862 

41,599 

46,970 


BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

370 

371 

741 

777 

12 

11 

23 

42 

382 

382 

764 

819 

16.4 

18.1 

16.7 

17.9 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population 
England  and  Wales 
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STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

21 

Illegitimate 

... 

2 

2 

1 

8 

9 

17 

22 

— 

— 



— 

Rate,  per  1,000  population 

, 0.36 

(1949 

England  and  Wales 

0.39 

figures) 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

All  causes  and  ages 

260 

221 

481 

434 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population 

10.3 

9.5 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

10.8 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1948 

Legitimate 

8 

10 

18 

23 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

4 

9 

10 

19 

27 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

■ — ■ 

Infant  Mortality  rates  (i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year,  per  1,000  live  births): — 

Legitimate  only 

1949 

24 

1948 

Illegitimate  only 

43 

General 

24 

30.4 

England  and  Wales 

32.0 

34.0 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Males  Females  Total  1948 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

- 

5. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

16 

11 

27 

14 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

5 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

- 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

3 

1 

4 

5 

10. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11. 

Infantile  Paralysis 

- 

- 

1 

12. 

Encephalitis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
and  uterus  (F) 

(M) 

4 

4 

8 

12 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

10 

3 

13 

6 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

- 

8 

8 

9 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

38 

21 

59 

43 

17. 

Diabetes  ... 

- 

3 

3 

5 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

21 

33 

54 

57 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

60 

67 

127 

136 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ... 

14 

3 

17 

16 

21. 

Bronchitis... 

15 

3 

18 

14 

5 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CKVSKS— continued 


Males  Females  Total  1948 


22. 

Pneumonia 

10 

9 

19 

9 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

1 

5 

9 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

4 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age 

2 

1 

3 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

3 

- 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases... 

7 

4 

11 

7 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

14 

3 

17 

17 

29. 

Puerperal  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

- 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth  ... 

2 

3 

5 

5 

32. 

Deaths  of  Infants  at  birth  from  various  diseases 

5 

3 

8 

13 

33. 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

4 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

4 

3 

7 

5 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

7 

9 

9 

36. 

All  other  causes  ... 

17 

16 

33 

30 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

GENERAL 

The  total  number  of  each  disease  notified  was  as  follows  : — 


Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Polio-myelitis  (Acute)  (Infantile  Paralysis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Food  Poisoning...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  following  table  classifies  these  notifications  (excluding  tuber- 
culosis) according  to  age  groups.: — 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 


Age 

Periods 

Age  un- 

Disease 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

known 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

2 

9 

19 

12 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

46 

- 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

. 21 

53 

54 

57 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

193 

2 

Measles 

. 9 

59 

52 

113 

27 

11 

12 

- 

- 

- 

283 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

7 

14 

5 

3 

45 

19 

Erysipelas  ... 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

9 

3 

- 

15 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  .. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Polio-myelitis 

2 

2 

- 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 

To  show  the 

seasonal 

incidence  of 

Measle 

s, 

Whooping 

Cough 

and 

Scarlet  Fever  the  graph  is  given  : — 
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WEEKS 


IMMUNISATION 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  who  were  immunised 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  children  who  were  immunised  during  the  period  1st  January-31st 

December,  1949. 

Age  at  Under 

31.12.49  1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

i.e.  born  in  year  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935 

Primary 

Immunisation  32  537  123  7 8 73  2-  3-  2-  1 3 

Booster  Dose  - - 4 44  182  55  7 7 7 3 4 1 2 2 


TUBERCULOSIS 

During  1949  the  following  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  : — 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10-  ... 

15-  ... 

25-  ... 

35-  ... 

45-  ... 

55-  ... 

65-  ... 

Age  unknown 


Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
ME  ME 


Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
ME  ME 


30  31 


53  15  12 


1 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  mains  were  extended  to  the  village  of  Burton-on-the-Wolds 
where  hitherto  the  supply  from  the  public  spring  was  inconstant  in 
quality  and  quantity.  There  is  still  an  outstanding  need  for  water  in 
South  Croxton  and  the  Council  has  been  anxiously  awaiting  the  definite 
move  to  provide  a piped  water  supply  to  this  village  by  the  Leicester 
Water  Department. 

The  main  water  supply  in  the  district  is  from  the  Leicester  source  of 
supply  while  Loughborough  Corporation  supply  a few  houses.  The 
supplies  from  these  sources  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  13,482  houses  in  the  district  with  a main  water  supply 
within  the  curtilage  of  the  houses  and  735  houses  are  supplied  from 
wells  and  springs.  There  are  no  public  standpipes  supplying  any  of  the 
households. 

A population  of  42,800  derive  their  supply  of  water  from  a satis- 
factory piped  source  of  water. 

(See  table  for  individual  parish  supplies.) 
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WATER  SAMPLES — Bacteriological 

Remarks 

No.  of 

The  unsatisfactory 

samples  taken  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

samples  were  from 

Piped  water 

22 

17 

5 

the  Beaumanor 
supply. 

Well  and 
spring  water 

70 

21 

49 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the  resewering  of  Queniborough 
after  delay  due  to  the  original  contractor  abandoning  the  scheme. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  sanction  a scheme  for  the 
conversion  of  the  pail  closets  to  water  closets  in  this  parish  and  thus 
complete  the  abolition  of  the  very  inadequate  drainage  system  which 
has  been  tolerated  for  so  many  years. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  unsatisfactory  drainage 
system  in  other  parishes. 


PAIL  CLOSETS 


There  were  1,815  pail  closets  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year 
which  were  collected  weekly  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

The  conversion  of  pail  closets  has  continued  and  82  were  converted 
to  water  closets. 

The  detailed  information  for  each  parish  is  as  follows  : — 

Properties  Properties  No.  of  pails 
with  main  without  main  collected  in 
Parish  water  supply  water  supply  each  parish 


ANSTEY  ...  

BARKBY  ...  

BARKBY  THORPE  

BARROW-UPON-SOAR 

BEEBY  

BIRSTALL  

BURTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 

COSSINGTON  

COTES  

CROXTON,  SOUTH  

HOTON  

MOUNTSORREL  

NEWTOWN  LINFORD 

PRESTWOLD  

QUENIBOROUGH  

QUORN  

RATCLIFFE-ON-THE-WREAKE 

REARSBY  

ROTHLEY  

SEAGRAVE  

SILEBY  

SWITHLAND  

SYSTON  

THRUSSINGTON 

THURCASTON  

THURM.\STON  

ULVERSCROFT  

WALTON-ON-THE-WOLDS  ... 

WANLIP  

WOODHOUSE  

WYMESWOLD  


1,124 

12 

115 

96 

18 

54 

— 

19 

10 

805 

15 

89 

24 

2 

13 

2,123 

— 

2 

11 

69 

30 

136 

10 

41 

14 

4 

7 

— 

41 

40 

59 

13 

34 

1,131 

14 

157 

256 

20 

9 

16 

4 

11 

349 

20 

210 

957 

18 

38 

38 

16 

19 

147 

23 

77 

939 

12 

88 

77 

25 

85 

1,304 

23 

170 

37 

10 

27 

1,506 

27 

143 

84 

40 

74 

403 

12 

34 

1,231 

20 

21 

— • 

53 

14 

59 

16 

38 

25 

6 

14 

408 

38 

25 

124 

138 

146 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner,  and  a 
weekly  collection  of  bins  is  adequate  for  the  district. 

The  disposal,  by  controlled  tipping  at  Quorn  and  Queniborough,  was 
satisfactory. 

Salvage  still  continued  to  be  collected  although  there  was  a falling 
off  in  the  demand  for  wastcpaper  by  the  dealers. 

HOUSING 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  houses  completed  and  in  the 
course  of  erection  for  the  year. 

Council  Houses  Completed  Uncompleted 

Traditional  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125  176 

Airey,  Swedish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68  8 

Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  30 

Whilst  the  housing  policy  of  the  Council  is  quite  definite  and  eagerly 
progressive  in  its  foresight,  the  results  are  not  commensurate  with  the 
keenness  and  energy  expanded.  This  is  due  to  the  many  restrictions 
imposed  and  the  lack  of  materials  and  labour. 

There  were  1,705  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  this 
Act,  for  the  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  It  is  to  be 
anticipated  that  this  Section  will  be  of  increasing  importance  but  its 
purpose  is  being  effected  by  persuasive  methods  and  recourse  to  Legal 
action  has  not  yet  been  necessary. 

LABORATORY,  HOSPITAL,  AMBULANCE  AND  NURSING 
FACILITIES 

Close  co-operation,  in  these  matters,  with  the  County  Medical  Services 
is  maintained  with  complete  success.  Willing  assistance  is  always  given 
and  has  proved  most  valuable  to  all  the  cases  concerned. 

LABORATORY  SPECIMENS 


Number 

Nature  of  Specimen  Examined 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Faeces  and  Urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Milk  254 

Milk  for  Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sewage  and  Water  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Whooping  Cough  Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


554 


10 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  divided  into  two  parts,  each  served  by  one  District 
Sanitary  Inspector  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

There  were  620  complaints  received  during  the  year,  covering  a wide 
field,  including  the  unauthorised  dumping  of  refuse,  rat  infestation, 
insect  plagues,  unsound  food,  and  housing  with  its  ancillary  defects  of 
polluted  water,  bad  drains  and  leaking  roofs.  884  nuisances  were  dis- 
covered. 


The  following  list  of  visits  gives  an 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

outline  of  the  multifarious  duties 

INSPECTIONS  MADE 

First  Inspections 

Revisits 

Animal  Keeping  (Piggeries,  etc.) 

42 

26 

Bakehouses 

25 

14 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

461 

192 

Drainage  Works 

402 

605 

Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes) 

936 

1,493 

Food  Premises  ... 

362 

68 

Knackers  Yards 

2 

28 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ... 

386 

606 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

102 

— 

Schools  ... 

4 

3 

Shops 

94 

35 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

165 

181 

Verminous  Premises  ... 

23 

7 

Water  Supplies... 

393 

389 

Factories 

86 

42 

Other  Inspections 

476 

209 

Total  ... 

NOTICES 

4,060 

3,914 

PRELIMINARY  OR  INFORMAL 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  ... 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December  ... 


STATUTORY 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  ... 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year  ... 
Outstanding  31st  December  ... 


Housing 

Public  Health 
Nuisances,  etc. 

79 

23 

269 

187 

229 

194 

117 

2 

45 

Housing!  Act  ^pd 
Publr^- Health 
Act,  for  repairs 
to  houses  and 

14 

Demolition 

Public  Health 

Orders 

Nuisances,  etc. 

66 

14 

117 

2 

5 

6 

78 

10 

11 


NOTICES 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  an  order  to 
enforce  repairs. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  ...  936 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,439 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, . . ...  35 

(d)  Number  of  houses  requiring  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

(e)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  229 


STATUTORY  ACTION 

8 Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  102  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  were  served  requiring  the  remedying  of  housing  defects. 

Under  the  former  Act,  2 houses  were  rendered  fit  and  under  the  latter 
83  houses. 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  rooms  closed  as  being  unfit  for  occupation  ...  ...  ...  1 


OVERCROWDING 

There  were  two  new  cases  of  Statutory  overcrowding  recorded,  but 
this  does  not  give  a true  picture  of  the  living  conditions. 

The  most  numerous  cases  of  actual  overcrowding  are  to  be  found  in 
houses  occupied  by  2 or  more  families  usually  where  married  sons  or 
daughters  are  living  with  parents. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

Only  in  the  cases  of  extreme  urgency  was  it  thought  advisable  to 
impose  Demolition  Orders  on  houses,  but  the  time  cannot  be  too  far 
distant  when  a progressive  programme  will  have  to  be  drawn  up  for  the 
systematic  rehousing  of  the  families  in  the  unfit  areas.  Steps  are  taken 
to  see  that  when  families  are  rehoused  from  totally  unfit  houses,  that 
these  bad  houses  are  not  used  as  “jumping  off  places”  by  applicants  for 
Council  houses. 
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CAMPING  SITES 


Number  of  licensed  sites  in  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Estimated  number  of  campers  during  summer  season  ...  ...  ...  300 

The  problem  of  camping  in  pre-war  days  was  seasonal  and  mainly 
confined  to  the  Forest  Area.  Control  was  necessary  to  ensure  that 
nuisances  were  not  committed  and  that  the  streams  in  the  watershed  of 
the  reservoirs  were  not  polluted. 

Now,  owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  increasing  numbers  of  young 
couples  are  planning  to  start  their  married  life  in  modern  caravans.  The 
supply  of  caravans  for  sale  has  increased  and  the  prices  are  now  more 
reasonable. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  grant  licences  to  station  caravans  on  sites 
where  there  are  water  supplies  and  sanitary  facilities,  in  cases  where  the 
need  is  great  and  where  there  is  no  alternative  accommodation. 

Sites  are  agreed  on,  in  collaboration  with  the  Town  Planning  Officer. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


On  1st  October,  1949,  the  control  of  milk  production  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


There  were  369  cowkeepers  and  81  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  registers. 
The  distribution  of  milk  is  still  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority. 


Contraventions  of  milk  Regulations  dealt  with  during  the  year  are 
summarised  as  follows  ; — 


Outstanding 
from  previous 


year 

Found 

Remedied 

Outstanding 

Cleansing 

3 

68 

70 

1 

Structural  alterations  ... 

27 

59 

64 

22 

Utensils 

- 

8 

8 

- 

Others  ... 

6 

41 

42 

5 

MIFK  SAMPFES 

No.  of  samples  taken 
for  bacteriological 
examination 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ordinary  Milk  ... 

116 

97 

19 

Pasteurised 

16 

15 

1 

Sterilised 

3 

3 

No.  of  samples  taken  for 
biological  (T.B.)  examination 


89 


Satisfactory 

88 


Evidence  of  living  Tubercule 
Bacilli 
1 


The  sampling  of  milk  for  biological  examination  is  a new  venture  by 
this  department  and  is  made  possible  by  the  provision  of  guinea-pigs  at 
the  Public  Health  Faboratory. 

In  the  case  of  the  one  positive  sample,  the  affected  cow  was  traced  by 
the  Veterinary  Officer  and  was  subsequently  slaughtered. 
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It  is  hoped  by  continued  sampling  to  make  sure  that  all  milk  sold  in 
the  area  is  tuberculous  free. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  are  seven  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
and  only  small  quantities  are  made.  In  all  cases  a complete  cold  mix 
powder  is  used. 

The  bulk  of  the  ice  cream  consumed  in  the  district  is  manufactured 
outside  the  area  and  is  generally  sold  prepacked. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  spent  in  inspecting  premises  and 
vehicles  and  taking  samples. 

There  were  93  samples  taken  during  the  year  and  they  were  graded 
as  follows  : — 

Grade  1 (Highest  Grade)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

2 5 

3 24 

4 11 

From  one  producer  alone  there  were  six  grade  3 samples  and  four  were 
in  grade  4. 

The  quality  of  ice  cream  sold  has  greatly  improved  and  the  proportions 
of  unsatisfactory  samples  are  somewhat  misleading  as  it  is  customary  to 
take  more  samples  from  doubtful  sources  than  from  the  more  reliable 
firms. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  home-killed  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  inspected  at  the  Leicester 
Abattoir.  On  no  occasion  has  our  attention  been  called  to  the  distribution 
of  diseased  meat. 

There  were  1,808  pigs,  10  sheep  and  1 calf  slaughtered  under  licence 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food,  of  these  two  whole  pigs  and  eight  sets  of  organs 
were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

These  pigs  are  killed  at  registered  slaughterhouses  throughout  the 
district  and  are  cottagers’  pigs  which  are  not  for  retail  sale. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned 

Meat 

Meat 

Milk  

Tomatoes  and  tomato  juice  ... 

Fish 

Fish  (cod  fillet) 

Sandwich  spread 

Vegetables 

Soup 

Fruit 

Jams  and  Marmalade  ... 

Tongue  ... 


41  tins 

1 qr.  0 st.  2J  lbs. 
30  tins 
30  tins 
26  tins 
18  cwts. 

144  jars 
17  tins 
12  tins 
1 1 tins 
6 tins 
1 tin 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION— 


Bacon 

Ham 

Pork  Sausages  ... 
Cheese  ... 
Oatmeal... 

Sago 

Oats 

Pearl  Barley 
Miscellaneous  Items 


3 

qr. 

1 

st. 

H lbs. 

1 

st. 

10^  lbs, 

1 

st. 

3 lbs. 

1 

st. 

2 

qr. 

0 

st. 

10  lbs. 

1 

qr. 

1 

st. 

8 lbs. 

2 

qr. 

1 

st. 

4 lbs. 

1 

qr. 

1 

st. 

8 lbs. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 

In  a large  rural  district  a Standard  Code  of  Practice  for  Food  Premises 
is  not  easy  to  introduce  to  traders, 

The  Council  unanimously  adopted  such  a code  and  also  the  Model 
Food  Byelaws  will  soon  be  in  force. 

It  was  decided  that  to  organise  public  meetings  of  food  traders  would 
be  impracticable  as  from  experience  it  was  found  that  the  persons  most 
in  need  of  the  information  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  attend. 

A personal  visit  is  being  paid  to  each  food  premises  and  the  Code  and 
Byelaws  are  being  explained.  Although  this  is  a long  term  policy,  in  the 
end  it  should  have  the  desired  effect. 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  and  vendors  and  all  dairy  premises  have 
always  had  regular  visits  and  these  will  be  maintained. 

Cafes  and  food  preparing  premises  have  had  an  initial  inspection,  and 
on  the  whole  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  good. 

The  butcheries  and  bakehouses  are  generally  satisfactory  but  the 
remaining  large  class  of  grocers  and  general  food  stores  present  more  of 
a problem.  There  are  so  many  small  village  shops  in  which  every  square 
inch  of  space  is  utilised  that  difficulties  are  foreseen  in  dealing  with  this 
class. 


If  one  can,  as  a minimum,  obtain  personal  washing  facilities  with 
hot  water,  and  a proper  sanitary  convenience,  then  I think  that  the 
average  shopkeeper  will  find  there  is  very  little  other  expenditure.  If  the 
small  shops  are  run  as  orderly  as  the  average  household  then  there  would 
be  little  room  for  complaint. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  rodent  operator  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A free  service  is  given  to  all  private  householders  and  a charge  is 
made  for  the  disinfestation  of  business  premises. 


15 


All  surface  infestations  were  treated  during  the  year  including  the 
refuse  and  sewage  works.  The  sewers  were  also  baited  and  the  rat  popula- 
tion in  these  is  greatly  reduced. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Number  of  written  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Number  of  occupiers  prosecuted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Number  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted  ...  ...  ...  - 

OUTWORKERS 

Number  employed  in  making  of  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 


I have  the  honour  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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